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Wavering Levite,s. 


BEING 
A Vindication of the Reverend Dr. Sherlock, from! 
the Malicious Aſperſions he caſts upon him, for 


his —_—_—_ the Oaths. 


Pſalm CXX. 3. 
' What Reward ſhall be given or done unto thee, thou 
| Falſe Tongue : ' Even mighty and ſharp Arrens,| 
| with hot burning Coals. || 
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Kitchin-Maids Anſwer 


London Apprentices Word to a Wavering Levitc. 


EETING with a \Paper Entituled, A Word to a Wavering 

Levite, by a Londox Apprentice of the Church of England, zt 
zncited my Caricſicy to read it over at ſpare Ho:rs; and having peruſed it, 
the wery Name of a Prentice, with whom I have had ſeveral Bouts at Fifti- 
cuffs, and not a few Verbal Controverſies, has made me long to have an Kn- 
od counter with him at Paper-War, which I found my ſelf under a neceſſity to 
| ſatisfie, unlefi I would be at War with my ſelf. And whether this our Appren- 
| tice be a Raw, Half-wutted, Diſaffetted Levite ( for whatever he pretexa's, 
ſome Paſſages here and there through his Paper, plainly diſcover hu Clovey 
| Foot) or a Laick Prentice, *tus no griat matter, (and I will tr:at him as 
ſuch, ſine he owns that Name) he has more Sauce than Meat, to abaſe [» 
py great a M:2 as the Doftor is, and I thizk but a wiry young Apprentice ts 
| the Charch of England ; for -zt jeems he has 30t yet learned his Caterhiſm 
by heart, which teaches us to ſubmit to (not defame and miſrepreſent) all our 
Teachers, Spiritual Paſtors, &&c. Were he of the Church and Principles he 


pretends to, I cannot ſee why he would vent his Choler fo: much at that wor- 


thy Doftor's taking the Oaths ;, methinks he ſhould rather hav? rejoyced, that 
"Y ſo Learned a Dotror, who has done as great Service for our Church as any 
h. other whoſoever, againſt all its Adverſaries, who was laid aſide as uſelejs, and 
f forced to hide his Candle under a B. ſvel, by reaſon of ſome Scraples that 
[ wounded his Conſcience, had now at laſt got them fully anſwered, and ſeen the 
1 Unſufficiency of them (which were, no doabt, greatned by that Gentleman, 
n whoſe Spirit he ſhews himſelf ſo much afted by in his loxg-wind'd Word, 
y | that the Church might be deprived of jo unaerſtunding Guides, as he and 50a 
» 


the ſame Scruples) and azain render 'd himſelf uſefub to ſerve his Church and 
Coantry, But leſt I ſhould ſeem to have got too muth of the Tonzut, /as our 
Sex !yes generally under 1hat Slander, I ſhall briefly enter the Liſts with my 
old Antagoniſt, and diſpatch him in as few woras as pcſſible, 


| many other Reverend, \P10::5 and Learned Drvines, that ft:ll labour water 
” 
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ND firſt, Brother Apprentice, And if the Oaths were not Lawfal, 


/ A TI muſt tell you, that you Pa- 
raphraſe at a ſtrange rate; 
the Scriptures thus commented up- 
on,as I am afraid they wouid,were 
you the Commetitator, what Hor- 
rid Blaſphemies would they fpeak ? 
By your thus ov21ng, you have more 
expoled your own |Malice,than the 
DoGor. And truly your Paraphralſe 
:5 [b ungenucus, that T ſhould not 
eve my felt the Trouble of tracing 
you further, werg it not that rhe 
lame Itch of Scribling that polſetted 
you, has inflamed me, 

In your firlt —- Fo to the Do- 
ctor, you difcover how young an 
Apprentice you are to our Church, 
by your Prodigious Uncharitable- 
neſs.For it is not pofſible tor Malice 
it ſelf to put a worſe Conſtruction 
upon the DoCtor's Words,than you 
there do.To give you one Scripture 
tor another you gave the Doctor, 
Tell it not in Garth; publiſh it not in 
Aſhkelon, left - Dauzhters of the 


Uncircumciſed rejoyce, that a Lay- 
Member ot the 
thould ſhew ſuch Rancor towards 
his Gholtly Father,and yet pretend 
highly to her, when {he above all 
other Churches,| ſo much enjoyns 
Charity to all, eyen Fews, Mahome- 
' tans and Heathezs, much more to 
the Houſhold of|Faith. And you 
Mahcioufly Infiauate, that the Do- 
tor has taken the Oaths meerly to 
keep hisBeneficeor at the Inſtigati- 
ons of his - 8g But the Traps 
you lay to catch him in are eaſily 
deitroyed,viz.1f rhe Oaths wereLaw- 
" if } x | 


» dls of rac nt tabo them hefnre? ; 
| 


| 
_ 


were” 


why did you take them now? Brother, 
you ſhould have ſaid, It you judged 
the Oaths were Lawtul zhez, and if 
you judge them Unlawful zow, &c. 
and this would havemut the T hroat 
of your Ai 


ment(Erroneous or not) 15 acknow- 
ledged by all that ever I heard; I 
am1ure 1 have heard many Worthy 
Divines ſay fo in the Pulpit. And if 
this be true,then when we think we 
may lawtully take an Oath,it is our 
duty to take it, and we/incur Guilt 


if we do not, even tho the Matter 
be.Unlawtul : And on the contrary, 


when we believe an Oath to be un- 
lawful,we Sin i taking it,if it were 


the moſt Lawful Oath in theWorld. 


Burt it will not hence follow, that if 
one judged an Oath Unlawful, a 


' Year or two ago, that therefore he 
' mult needs judge it ſo now,and con- 


ſequently that one cannot alter his 


| Judgment, unleſs upon ſome Selfiſh 
jo y=  end,which you plainly afftirm,while 
Jhurch of Ezgiand 


Oaths wholly to his deſire after P 
ferment, or his W--fes Inſtigation. 
As to the Inforcement of your Ar- 
gument, that he had ſo long time, 
and was ſo Learned a Man, &c. it 
has as little ſtrength in it as the reſt. 
For when any Opinion 1s firml 
rooted in a Man, be he never ſo 
Learned,'tis not ſo eafie to get clear 
of it ; even tho that Opinion be con- 
trary to common Senſe : This we 
may ce plainly in the Learnedeſt 
Papiſts (and many of them Honeſt 
too) who notwithitanding their 


you impute the Doctor's taking iy 


| t. Now that we © 
' are to be acted by our own Judg- 


_ 
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reat Learning, cannot free them- 
ſaves of thoſe Falſc and Idolatrous 
Principles, that they had ſucked in 
with their Mothers Aiik (ye know 
where I had this Sweer Expreſhon, 
therefore pray remember how tar 


| he was from any ſuch uncharitable 


Expreſſions, and follow ſo great an 
Example.) And ſince itis fo m the 
caſe of Papiſts,where the Tenets are 
contrary to Religion, Reaſon and 
Senſe, *tis no great Wonder if the 
DoQ@or, and a great many more, 
who had for a long time been con- 
firmed in ſuch Principles,the Argu- 
ments to prove which icemed to be 
deducedtrom Primitive Simplicity, 
(thoT am afraid a Jeſuit was at the 
bottom of it, e{pecially conſidering 
what our two laſt Kings were) it 


had been ſo long Rooted 1n thoſe 
Principles ſhould ſcruple an Oath, 


the taking whereof, ſeemed fo dia- 


metrically oppolite to them; and 
therefore it/ 15 rationally to be 
ſuppoſed, that *twould be no caſie 
matter for him, or any other, who 
had been fully confirmed in thoſe 
Principles,to rid themſelves of thole 
Scruples, unleſs we ſhould ſuppoſe 
them Men acted meerly by Intereſt, 
And when he has got over ſuch a 
Scruple,we are not to imagine that 


* his Conſcience was more tende 


then than it is now, or xo than it 
was then)but that he ther judged it 
not Lawtul ro take the Oaths ; bur 
upon further ſearch into the Mat- 
ter, he found that | his Scruples,” 
how ſtrong Arguments ſoever they 
{eemed to him for tome time, yet 


airer a full ſearch incorhem, they 
had no real ground, and rhere- 
tore thought he might lawfully 
rake them. And this I am ture all 
good Chrittians ought ro conclude, 
till rey certainly know the con- 
trary.l dare ſay youdare not Swear 
that the Doctor had no other end 1n 


taking the Oaths,than you alledpe : 


which ſhews how void of Charity 
you are, to charge ſo eminent a D.- 
vine with the higheſt Crime,whic!! 
yet you qurtt not Swear he1s guiiry 
of. And if you ſhould fay you durit 
Swear it, every Body that ſhould 
hear it,mult needs fay that you arc 
a Perſon that makes no Contcience 
of an Oath, ſince it 1s plain, that 


' NO _ can know what 1s in the 
Heart, b 
is no wonder, 1f /any Man that 


ut only God. _ 
And what you charge the Do- 


\Ctor with,in the end of this Anſwer, , 


is levelPd as much againſt many ot 
our Worthy Clergy as againſt che 
Doctor, ſince nct a few of them 
preached the ſame Doctrine the 
Doctor did : Nay, the ſame Argu- 
ment might be ttretched as tar a- 
gain{t thoſe that ſtilh ſcruple the 
Oaths, fince 'twould be no hard 
matter, to prove even them to have 
acted contrary (more or leſs) to 
what they preach'd and maintain'd 
{ome years ago ; if it were no more 
but this, that about the time of his 
preſent Majeſty's coming over,very 
tew of them were heard to preach 
up Non-refittance : Nor did any of 
them mind the People to ſtand by 
King James ; belides that , EVEN 
they who were for the continuing 
of King James, were yet tor tying 


up his Hands,which if we look back 


but a few Years, we ſhall find to 


have been ranked by them amongſt 
the moſt hainous Sins. So that one 
may ſee how true a Son of the 
Church of Ezplazd you are; to ſtart 
an Argument] againlt the Doctor, 
which might (it concluding) be 
ſtretcl'd agajnit moſt of the Di- 
vines of the Church of England. I 
"am afraid yqu are a Church-man 
bred up in Mr. Lobb's or Father 
Peters School, 

From your next Anſwer we may 
ſhrewdly guels (whatever you pre- 
tend) thac you are for the Mays ha- 
ving his Mare again (as you ule to 

Cant in your Cabals.) For you are 
pleaſed tro compare Dr. Sh---'s Caſe 
'to no other than a Servant taking 
" an Oath to keep his Maiters Secrets, 
which he is always obLged to do, 
and which he can have no plauſible 
Pretence for ay breaking of; and 
you are pleaſed to dilcant upon it 
at large. But you Compariion 1s {0 
wide of the purpole,that 'tis obvious 
to any that can but read,and there- 
tore 1 ſhall ſay no more oft it, | 
In your next Anfwer you fay, 
How can their Majeſtics cofiae 172 
ſrch a Man, that has @ pair of Cop- 
ſciences, one 10 fake the Oaths,and the 
other to let themialone. I wonder any 
Man ſhould pelter the World with 
{uci Nonſenſle!! Becauſe a Man 
Scruples a thing for ſome time, and 
afterwards ſecs his Scruples haye 
not ſuch weight in them, as he at 
hirit appretenagd they had, there- 
fore he muſt have/a pair of Conſci- 
cices. It would nor have been a- 


{ 
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miſs, if thou, in ſtead of that Poor 
Maid in Woodſtreet, hadit met with 
ſuch a Whipping Miſtreſs, that ſhe 
might either have whip'd thy puny 
Soul out of the World,and beat out 
thy inſipid Brains,or beat more into 
thee.For if we ſeriouſly conſider the 
Matter, their Majefties have more 
reaſon to believe that Dr.Sherlock is 
fitter to be truſted, than ſome that 
took the Oaths hand'over head,and 
will be as ready,it may be, to break 
them, whenever occaſion ſerves ; 
{lince he would not take them till he 
latisfied all his Scruples,wluch tis a 


fg bee 


- 
—_ 
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queſtion whether ſome of them did, 


and whether they have aQed ac- 
cordingly fince they took them. 
What you ſay in anſwer next, is 
of theſame Bran; for it is one thing 
to be engaged in a Faction,that is tg 
ſay, to endeavour to carry on a Fa- 
ction with all Eagerneſs and Indu- 
{try,by Word and Writing,&c.and 
another thing when one is ask'd his 
Opinion, and at the Importunity of 
the Asker declares it. The former is 
Properly ſaid to make Profelytes, 
who (as the Jews are ſaid by our 
Saviour to do) oinpaſs Sea and 
Land to doit; that is to ſay in plain 
Terms,go trom' place to place,trom 
one Company to another, to dclude 
{imple People, amongit whom I 
may reckon you our London Ap- 
prentice (as many of our TJacobzte 


Levites have done, ſome of whom 


have had the Law. inflicted upon 
them, tho in the opinion of many 
Honeſt Men, with too great a Mix- 
ture of Lenity, which has render*d 
others too Malapert,and occationd 
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not a few's being led aſide with 
their Diſlimulation.) And not the 
latter, fince they do not go about to 
PR a Faction, bur only ifany 
crupulous Perſoiy comes to them 
torAdvice,barely deliver what their 
preſent Sentiments are,which yet,if 
they are not ſtrangely pufted up 
beyond what is becoming,they dare 
not aſſert will always be ſo. 

Your Ignorance next makes you 
believe ita ſtrange Paradox,that the 
Doctor ſcemed ſo concerned at ſome 
Perſons taking the Oaths,and yet at 
the ſame time believed. them to be 
Honeſt Men. Why Good-man Fool, 
this-is not ſo ſtrange a Paradox as 
your weak Brains tancy. There is no 
dvubt to be made,but many Honeſt 
Men do. many things, and mean 
honeſtly, whicl yet are not juſtifi- 
able at the ſame time. I ſuppoſe 
Mr.Apprentice, you will not deny 
but St. Peter was an Honeſt Man, 
when he did thoſe things for which 
he was reproved by St. Paz/, tho 
there was ſomething of Humane 
Frailty in the cale. Nay, St. Pas/ 
himſelf declares, that when he per- 
ſecuted the Chriſtians, he did it 
in.Sincerity, thinking that he did 
God good Service. All goodChurch- 
men are heartily concerned for the 
Diſſenters gging off trom theChurch 
and yet at the lame time, *twould 
be very uncharitable, to conclude 


that none of them were Honeſt. 
' Men. Not to ſay more,to ſhew how 


EY 


for their Majeſfties King William 
and Ducen Mary; Why not us law- 
ful ts take the Oaths then as now ? 
TFohn Sheep, becauſe the Door 
thought it not ſo Lawful,which was 
ſurficient for him, ſince he was en- 
deavouring all he could to fatishic 
himſelf in this Point. Nor can he 
be blamed, with Reaſon, for Pray- 
ing for their Majeſties,tho he at the 
ſame time ſ{crupled the Oaths to 
them, ſince there'was an At paſt 
in the late Convention, declarin 

them King and Queen, and ſo he 
could lawtully pray for them as 
ſuch, ſince they had not any ways 
ſought after 56; a 'rwas the volun- 


tary Att of the People of Exg/azd, 


done by their Repreſentatives, and 
was univerſally approved, which 
cannot be ſaid of Uſurpers. Bur 
becauſe of the former Principles, 
which by reaſon of their being ſo 
much for ſome Years inculcated in 
our Church, and which the Doctor 
at that time was ſo ſtrongly poſ- 
{c{s'd with,he thought it notLawful 
to take the Oaths : And for this you 
may blame and vomit out your 
Gall againſt others than the Do- 
tor; for you cannot ſay that he 
was the tir{t Broacher of Non-re- 
ſiſtance, the Divine Right of Suc- 
ceſſion, with all the other precious 
Stuff with which our Church has 
been. peſtered thele many Years, to 
the no {mall Grief of many Worthy 
Divines and Gentlemen of her 
Communion. And if he hasat laſtdil-- 


» ugreaſonably you concluded this ſo 

> © - ſtrange a Paradox. 
= You next _—_ the Doctor, 
| Gnce he rhonghs it Lawful to FY 


covered the Fallity of theſe Tenets, 
which not only he, but the major 
part of the Clergy of the Nation 
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Fave been infefted witi, and now 
retra&ts rhem,and to ſhew thar he is 
in carnei{t 1n [ doing, taxes the 

Oaths to their Majeities, why ſhould 
any rational Men queltion the Ho- 
ne!ty of I15 D& | 
And why this uncharitable Cenfure 
that "rwas ws K. Faxes being 
now fled, he mutt either take the 
Oaths or loſe his Living? This man- 
ner of Judging was more becoming 
a Difſcnter trom our Church, many 
of whom are ready to conttrue our 

G - | of PW . 

actions 1n the > wing winch I 
mutt ingenuomly conftefs,we are not 
much behind with them, tho at the 
{ime time I muſt ſay, that 'tis long 
of that fort of |Men that are now 
Fa:ob:ites, that Difterences betwixt 
us and them have been fo far wi- 
dencd) or a Tory Facobite ; and I 
make no donbt|but all-Underſtand- 
ing Readers will take you for j\no 
other than one in Maſquerade ; [So 
that Jeluit-like, you can put on a 
William's Pate her the Devil and 
Lewis are at your Heart, ON purpole 
thar fo far 25 your ſhallow Wit can 
reach (and Fqols commonly are 
Molt confident. they can do great 
things)you may deter other Perſons 
from taking the Oaths ; tho they 
mutt be as _ as your felf,, that 
will be Bugbear'd with what you 
lay to the Poctor's Charge. 

' As for what follows of your 
Pamphlet, *tis much the fame with 
what has been taken nottceof, and 
therutore [paſs jr. Any Reader may 
euily ive, thar ft's a Dillatisfactior 
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fign 1n fo doing ?. 


raites your Spleen againſt Dr.$h--b, 
however cunningly you pretend to 
be of another Temper. And this is 
plain enough,- if we conſider, that 


- whereas all others that have med- 


dled with the DoQtor, ſeem only of- 


tended at his not vindicating their 
Majefties Government,or retainin 
fome Principles which they think 
are diametrically oppoſite to his ta- 
king the Oaths, but you are down- 
right Angry for his taking of them, 
and your Bait to delude the Simple 
is, Why he took them not ſooner,as 
if you were angry that he did it no 
{ooner, whereas, had he been ated 
by your Principles, *ris obvious 
enough he had never taken them. 
Thus you have a litthe Touch, 
what Improvement I have made im 
Politicks : A Science never ſo com- 
mon as it has been within theſe 
three Years, which is all owing to 
Gentlemen of yourKidny,who have 
compalled Sea and Land,gone from 
Houle to Houle toProſelyte People 
unto Slavery, that when you had 
done fo, you might make them Se- 
ven-fold more the Children of the 
Devil or the Pope than your ſelves ; 
or 1f you could not do that,that you 
might have Power to ſend them to 
the other World ina Fiery Chariot. 


You ſhould have had a,tafte of my 


Skill 1n Poctry too, But that you 
know I muſt wait on my -Miſtreſs's 


as you on your Matter's Aﬀairs.Bur | 


a tew {pare Hours may poflibly fur- 

niih you with an E/ogzem in Rhime 
EN 1” M : p . . . 

accoruines to your Merit, till which 


time I mult bad you Adteu. 
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